
A Celebration of Baptism 

 

The Ministry of Word and Prayer 

Welcome 

In the name of God… in our midst and with us. 

God is with us.   Here we find new life. 

  

We stand and sing 

1. Glorious things of thee are spoken,  

Zion, city of our God;  

he whose word cannot be broken  

formed thee for his own abode.  

On the Rock of Ages founded,  

what can shake thy sure repose?  

With salvation’s walls surrounded,  

thou may’st smile at all thy foes.  

  

2. See, the streams of living waters,  

springing from eternal love,  

well supply thy sons and daughters,  

and all fear of want remove.  

Who can faint while such a river  

ever flows their thirst to assuage?  

Grace which, like the Lord, the giver,  

never fails from age to age.  

  

3. Saviour, if of Zion’s city,  

I through grace a member am,  

let the world deride or pity,  

I will glory in thy name.  

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure,  

boasting pomp and empty show;  

solid joys and lasting treasure  

none but Zion’s children know.  

 

Let us now, in silence, remember our need for 

God’s forgiveness. 

Seated 

Happy are those …I will not conceal my 

wrongdoings. 

 

Silence  

God forgives and heals us. 

We need your healing, merciful God; 

Give us true repentance. 

Some sins are plain to us;  

Some escape us,  

Some we cannot face.  

Set us free to hear your word to us;  

Set us free to serve you. 

God forgives you; forgive others; forgive 

yourself. 

Silence 

Through Christ, God has put away your sin:  

Approach your God in peace. 

 

The Prayer of the Day 

God of grace, by the power of the Holy 

Spirit you have given us new life in the 

waters of baptism; strengthen us to live in 

righteousness and true holiness, that we 

may grow into the likeness of your son, 

Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

 

The Baptism 

E te whanau a te Karaiti… 

…In Christ God calls us to respond. 

Zaria is presented by a Parent or Godparent, 

who says: 

I present (my child) to be baptised and made a 

member of the Body of Christ, The Church. 

From the beginning… 

  

………  How do you respond to this promise? 

The Parents and Godparents of each child reply: 

We hear God’s call and ask for baptism. 

The Minister says to the Parents and 

Godparents: 

Do you renounce all evil influences and powers 

that rebel against God? 

The Parents and Godparents reply: 

I renounce all evil 

Do you trust in Christ’s victory which brings 

forgiveness, freedom and life? 

The Parents and Godparents reply: 

In faith I turn to Christ, my way, my truth, my 

life, as I care for this child. 

 

 

We all say 

May God keep you in the way you have 

chosen. 

We thank you living God… name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
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Amen!  Praise and glory and wisdom, 

Thanksgiving and honour, 

Power and might, 

Be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen! 

The Minister baptises the child by pouring water 

on the child, saying: 

Zaria, I baptise you..and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

God receives you by baptism 

into the Church. 

Child of God, 

blessed in the Spirit, 

welcome to the family of Christ. 

Minister makes the sign of the cross on the 

baptised, saying: 

We sign you with the cross, the sign of Christ. 

A lighted candle may be given by a member of 

the congregation, who says: 

Walk in the faith of Jesus Christ, 

Crucified and risen. 

Shine with the light of Christ. 

 

Praise to God who has given us life. 

Blessed be God for the gift of love. 

Praise to God who forgives our sin. 

Blessed be God who sets us free. 

Praise to God who kindles our faith. 

Blessed be God, our strength, our hope. 

 

Let us, the baptised, affirm that we turn from 

evil and commit our lives to Christ. 

Blessed be God. JESUS IS LORD! 

What is your faith? 

I believe and trust in God 

maker and sustainer of all things; 

and in God the Son, my Saviour Jesus 

Christ; 

and in God the Holy Spirit, giver of life and 

truth. 

This is my faith. 

The Minister asks Parents and Godparents:: 

How then will you care for this child? 

The Parents and Godparents reply together: 

I will love this child and share my faith with her 

The Minister says to the congregation: 

As the community of faith…for the journey. 

The Minister then says to the child:  

Zaria, you are now… your whole life long.   

Amen. 

The Minister then blesses the family: 

God bless you…Christ’s love and understanding.   

Amen. 

God of love, we thank you for our calling to 

be disciples of Christ. Help us to nurture 

this child 

in the faith we share.  May she grow to 

love, worship and serve you, and bring new 

life to the world.   Amen. 

 

We sing  

The Miracle of Life 

Baptismal Hymn 

The miracle of life, 

The cry of human birth, 

Proclaim the wonder of a child 

And underline its worth. 

  

The opening of an eye, 

The clutching of a hand, 

Awaken all the love and hope 

That make our lives expand. 

  

A Christian stands in awe 

Of what a child could be- 

Imprisoned in self-centredness, 

Or through Christ’s love, set free? 

  

No promise we can make 

Can force a child to choose 

To love and serve God all its days 

And all its talents use; 

  

But our example here, 

In all we say and do, 

Can help a child accept the love 

Which comes, O Lord, from you. 

 

We remain standing for the Gospel. 

  

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 28:16-20 

Praise and glory to God. 

 …This is the Gospel of Christ 

Praise to Christ, the Word. 

  

The Sermon -  Cath McVey 

  

The Prayers of the  People - Dan Lander 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Singing 

Kua akona nei tātou e tō tātou Ariki, 
ka waiata tātou  
  
E tō mātou Matua i te rangi 
Kia tapu tōu Ingoa. 
Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga. 
Kia meatia tāu e pai ai 



ki runga ki te whenua, 
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi. 
Hōmai ki a mātou āianei 
he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā. 
Murua ō mātou hara, 
me mātou hoki e muru nei 
i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou. 
Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia; 
engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino: 
nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, 
me te korōria, 
Āke āke āke.   Āmine. 
 

The Ministry of the Sacrament 

The Peace 

We stand 

The peace of God be with you all. 

In God’s justice is our peace. 

E te whanau, Christ calls us to live in unity. 

We seek to live in the Spirit of Christ. 

  

We sing… 

 1. Father, hear the prayer we offer:  

not for ease that prayer shall be,  

but for strength that we may ever  

live our lives courageously.  

  

2. Not for ever in green pastures  

do we ask our way to be;  

but the steep and rugged pathway  

may we tread rejoicingly.  

  

3. Not forever by still waters  

would we idly rest and stay;  

but would smite the living fountains  

from the rocks along our way.  

  

4. Be our strength in hours of weakness,  

in our wanderings be our guide;  

through endeavour, failure, danger,  

Father, be thou at our side.  

  

The Great Thanksgiving  

The Lord is here. 

God’s Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to offer thanks and praise. 

God, you made us, and the world… 

 …we praise you saying. 

Holy, holy, holy Lord,  

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes  

in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

We are here… 

 …And proclaim the mystery of our faith 

Christ has died, 

Christ is risen, 

Christ will come in glory. 

Send your Holy Spirit… 

…we worship you in songs of everlasting praise. 

Blessing, honour and glory be yours, 

Here and everywhere, 

Now and forever. Amen. 

The bread we break is a sharing in the body of 

Christ. 

We who are many are one body,  

for we all share the one bread. 

The cup of blessing… people of God. 

May we who share these gifts  

be found in Christ and Christ in us. 

  

We share in communion 

  

Prayer after Communion 

 Most loving God, Creator and Redeemer,  

We give you thanks for this foretaste of your 

glory. 

Through Christ, and with all your saints, 

We offer ourselves  

and our lives to your service. 

Send us out in the power of your spirit,  

To stand with you in your world,  

We ask this through Jesus Christ,  

the servant,  

Our friend and brother. Amen. 

 

We sing…. 

1. Praise to the Holiest in the height,  

and in the depth be praise:  

in all his words most wonderful,  

most sure in all his ways.  

  

2. O loving wisdom of our God!  

when all was sin and shame,  

a second Adam to the fight,  

and to the rescue came.  

  

3. O wisest love! that flesh and blood,  

which did in Adam fail, 

should strive afresh against the foe,  

should strive and should prevail.  

  

4. And that a higher gift than grace  

should flesh and blood refine,  

God’s presence and his very self,  



and essence all divine.  

  

5. And in the garden secretly,  

and on the cross on high,  

should teach his brethren, and inspire  

to suffer and to die.  

  

6. Praise to the Holiest in the height,  

and in the depth be praise;  

in all his words most wonderful,  

most sure in all his ways.  

 

Plant Sale - Taranaki Hospital Chaplaincy 

Fundraiser 

If you are planning on donating plants the 

Andrews Church Plant Sale to support the 

Taranaki Hospital Chaplaincy then this is the 

week to drop them off – contact Joe on 027 455 

6090 or Pat on 021 133 7237 to arrange. 

The plant sale will be on Saturday 26th 

September from 8am to 12 noon @ St Andrews 

Church Hall (corner Liardet and Courtenay 

Streets). Pop along, find something for your 

garden and support this very worthy ministry. 

 

Unneeded Building Tools? 

If you’re considering downsizing your tool 

collection, then Devon Intermediate would love 

to take them off your hands! The school is 

teaching students how to build useful items 

which can be used in the community. They are 

also looking for large lockable tool boxes for 

storing tools. To find out more contact Jilling 

Zwart on 021 2122037. 

 

St Mary’s featuring on Artefact this week 

Earlier this year Bishop Philip and Wharehoka 

Wano spoke to Dame Anne Salmond for the 

episode of Artefact that will air this coming 

Tuesday (7.30pm September 22nd, Prime TV).  

 

Go now to love and to serve the Lord.  Go in 

peace. 

Amen.  We go in the name of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are hosting a “Watch Party” in Hatherly Hall 

(pending a move to Level 1) and would love to 

see you. If you can make it, RSVP to 

michelle@taranakicathedral.org.nz or phone Jen 

in the office.  

 

Alert Levels  

Prime Minister Ardern has signalled that this 

coming Monday (September 21st) Cabinet may 

give the all clear for the rest of New Zealand 

outside Auckland to move to Alert Level 1. 

 

We will be waiting until Monday’s announcement 

to make any decisions about the 

recommencement of activities currently on hold 

and will publish any changes on the website 

(and in next week’s pewsheet and E-ffervesence 

newsletter) along with any new directives that 

may be given around distancing, mask wearing, 

group sizes etc. 

 

Can You Help? 

We need someone to help move chairs before 

and after Pūkeko Stomp this coming Thursday 

(September 23rd) at around 9.15am and then 

again around 11. If you can help out call Cath 

on 021 024 35698. 

 

Happening In & Around Taranaki Cathedral 

TODAY’S READING 

Matthew 28: 16-20 
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